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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)
between
The Tuvalu Government
and |
The Secretariat of the Pacific Islands Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

(together the Parties)

Tuvalu is a parliamentary democracy and Commonwealth realm with Elizabeth 1l as Queen
of Tuvalu. Since the Queen resides in the United Kingdom, she is represented in Tuvalu by a
Governor General. Tuvalu has a population of 10,640. The total land area of the islands of
Tuvalu is 26km?2. It comprises three reef islands and six true atolls spread out between the
latitude of 5° to 10° south and longitude of 176° to 180°, west of the International Date Line.

SPREP is a regional, intergovernmental organisation comprising 26 members consisting of 21
Pacific Island Countries and Territories and 5 developed countries with direct interests in the
Pacific Islands Region. SPREP’s mandate is to promote co-operation in the Pacific Islands
Region and to provide assistance in order to protect and improve its environment and to
ensure sustainable development for present and future generations.

Whereas

The Parties have mutual interests in relation to the protection of the environment and
developing and strengthening systems, institutions, organisations and individuals concerned
with environmental protection in Tuvalu as well as the Pacific Islands Region.

The Parties agree as follows:

(1. Purpose ]

This MOU formally recognizes the intent of SPREP and the Tuvalu Government to work
together on environmental issues.

The purpose of this MOU is to provide a framework of cooperation between the Parties in the
fields of biodiversity, waste management, environmental governance in Tuvalu and more
widely in the Pacific Islands Region on the basis of climate change equality and mutual benefit.



I 2. Objectives

The objective of this MOU is to develop a partnership between the two organisations that will,
as far as possible, and without limitation:

- Enhance the conservation and management of biodiversity.

- Enhance waste management and pollution control.

- Enhance environmental governance processes and systems.

- Enhance climate change resilience in Tuvalu and in the Pacific Islands Region.
- Promote environmental networks within the Pacific Islands Region.

- Develop and implement projects and programmes as appropriate to meet the above
objectives. In particular to implement the GEF6 “Strengthening national and regional
capacities to reduce the impact of Invasive Alien Species on globally significant
biodiversity in the Pacific” activities in Tuvalu.

- Share information and resources that will improve the effectiveness of both Parties and
the wider Pacific Islands Region in their attempts to conserve marine and terrestrial
ecosystems and species.

- Collaborate on, participate in and support special events at regional and global levels
relating to the above.

The Parties will collaborate to enhance capacity building and more broadly, assist with best
practice in environmental policies and their implementation in Tuvalu and in the Pacific Islands
Region to ensure international, regional and national environmental objectives and
commitments are met.

|3. Collaborative activities

The Parties agree, to the extent possible, but without limitation, to:
- Consult each other as appropriate on environmental matters of mutual concern.

- Exchange information on developments and current activities in relation to the
environment.

- Collaborate and support awareness-raising efforts in relation to the environment.

- Collaborate on the implementation of global and regional priorities in relation to the
environment.

- Collaborate and support capacity-building initiatives in relation to the environment with
Pacific island countries and territories in particular with Tuvalu.

- Exchange technical information, scientific data and practical experiences regarding
biodiversity management including marine protecied areas issues.

- Develop activities and projects in the area of biodiversity in Tuvalu and in the Pacific
Islands Region.

Additional fields of cooperation may be added with the agreement of both Parties.

| 4. Agreements —|

Specific work once agreed shall be embodied in separate agreements.



|5.  Nature of the MOU ]

i) This MOU constitutes an expression of shared intention of the Parties to endeavor to
develop foundations for achieving their shared objectives relating to the protection of
the environment and strengthening the capacity of systems, institutions, organisations
and individuals concerned with environmental protection in the Pacific region;

ii) Unless otherwise agreed each Party's actions under this MOU shall be considered to
be that Parly's sole and separate action for all purposes, including liability, and neither
Party shall claim to be acting on behaif of, or as agent for, the other Party to this MOU;

iii) This MOU is not governed by international or domestic law and does not constitute,
nor is it intended to be a legally binding arrangement, contract or relationship. |t does
not create any legally binding or enforceable obligations, express or implied. It serves
only as a record of each Party's separate intention pending execution of specific
agreements governing the undertaking of activities as contemplated by this MOU;

iv) In executing this MOU, neither Party necessarily commits to any financial or other
binding obligation in relation to activities to be carried out under this MOU.

6. Operational Provisions |

i) This MOU shall enter into force on the date the last Party signs.
ii) This MOU may be amended by agreement in writing between the Parties.

iify The duration of this MOU shall be for five years, renewable for such further period as
may be agreed between the Parties;

iv) Any dispute, controversy or difference as to the interpretation of this MOU will be
settled amicably by mutual consent between the Parties:

v) Either Party may terminate this MOU by giving three months' written notice to the other.

vi) Termination of this MOU will not incur liability for either Party, and will not affect any
separate agreements or other legally-binding arrangements in place between the
Parties.

l
Ao

Mn. Kosi Latu Mr. Fakavae Taomia

Diregtor General CEQ Ministry of Foreign

SF’@P Affairs, Trade, Tourism,
Environment & Labour

The Tuvalu Government

Date: bé%l 19 pate: & / @'/wfz%

PO Box 240, Apia, Samoa T +685 21929 F +685 20231 sprep@sprep org  Www Sprep.org

A resilient Pacific environment sustaining our ivelihoods and natural heritage in harnmony with our cullures



ANnex 1. Fad

This Annex forms an agreement between SPREP and the Tuvalu Ministry of Local Government and
Agriculture for the implementation of the European Union funded PacWastePlus Tuvalu Country
Project. The Ministry of Local Government and Agriculture is the Ministry in Tuvalu with responsibility
for agriculture and provision of public facilities such as utilities and services, including waste
management, on the nine islands of Tuvalu. The Department of Waste Management sits within the
Ministry of Local Government and Agriculture.

1. Duration |

1. The work will commence from the date that this agreement is signed.
2. The work will finish on 8 September 2024

The description of work is included in Attachment 1 (PacWastePlus Programme Action Description)

l? Investment 4’

1. The PacWastePlus Programme is subject to the Terms and Conditions of the Pillar Assessed
Grant or Delegation Agreement (PAGoDA), and as such is required to manage all Programme
Funds directly, and not disperse these funds to third parties unless through a procurement
process that follows the approved SPREP Procurement Policy. As such, PacWastePlus
programme investment will be managed by the PacWastePlus Programme Management
Unit (PMU) on behalf of the Ministry of Local Government and Agriculture,

2. Specific details of the Programme investment are included in Attachments 1, 2, and 3 to this
Annex.

3. Status of Partner

1. The status of the partner shall be as an agency of equal standing according to the spirit and
tenor of the over-arching MOU to which this Annex is attached.

4. Title Rights

1. Other than material purchased by the Partner from the Partner’s own funds, any material
permanently obtained for the purpose of fulfilling this Agreement shall be the property of
SPREP.

2. Unless otherwise stated in this Agreement, intellectual property shall be the property of
SPREP.

5. Delay

1. Each Partner must notify the other in writing as soon as the Partner becomes aware of
circumstances (including any Dependency or an Extraordinary Event) which may give rise to
delay together with an estimate of further time required for the completion of the Services
and the Parties will consult in good faith as to how to proceed.



2. In event of any Dependency affecting the Partner’s ability to provide the Services and notified
under this clause, then the Parties will, as appropriate, also consult in good faith to agree an
extension of time, variation to the Services accordingly.

3. The Parties agree that the following are Dependencies under this Agreement:

a. Travel restrictions or bans affecting the Partner’s ability to travel.

b. The ability of the Partner to secure reasonable input from experts and identified
stakeholders due to their inability to use video-conferencing facilities.

c. Timely provision of all information, approvals and assistance by SPREP that the
Partner reasonably requires to provide the Services.

6. Confidentiality

1. Unless otherwise stated in this MOU or as otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, neither
will disclose or use in any way any Confidential Information except to the extent that
disclosure or use of such Confidential Information is necessary to enable the Services to be
performed.

7. Dispute resolution —|

1. The Parties shall cooperate to carry out their obligations in good faith and shall endeavor to
resolve any disagreement in an amicable manner, including through use of mediation and
conciliation processes.

8. Variation

1. This Annex may be varied by written agreement of the Parties.

9. Project Focal Points —’

1. Mr. Bradley Nolan and Ms. Hilary Boyes of SPREP and Mr Walter Pulogo of the Department
of Waste Management are responsible for managing the Annex delivery of the PacWastePlus
Programme, including:

a. Managing the relationship between the Parties

b. Overseeing the effective implementation of this Annex

c. Act as a first point of contact for any issues that arise and,
d. Address and resolve any issues in a prompt manner.

e. Changing the Focal Point

2. If a Party changes its Focal Point it must tell the other Party, in writing, the name and contact
details of the replacement within 5 business days of the change.

| 10. Counterparts

This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts (including by facsimile or electronic
copies) each of which, when taken together, will constitute one and the same document.

Should these terms and conditions be acceptable to you, please sign below and return to SPREP.



L —

Mr Kosi Latu Mr Taufia Patolo
Director General Permanent Secretary

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment  Ministry of Local Government and Agriculture

Programme (SPREP)
%10/
Date: 7’( Date: - lU/ )‘DL[ )
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1. PacWastePlus Programme Overview

1.1. Programme Background

The European Union funded PacWastePlus programme, is working with 14 countries in the
Pacific region and Timor-Leste, to improve and enhance waste management activities and the
capacity of governments, industry and communities to manage waste and reduce the impact on
human health and the environment.

1.2. Programme Objectives

PacWastePlus seeks to generate improved economic, social, health and environmental benefits
for participating countries arising from stronger regional economic integration and the
sustainable management of natural resources and the environment. The programme activities
are designed to assist Countries to ensure the safe and sustainable management of waste with
due regard for the conservation of biodiversity, reduction of marine litter, health and well-being
of Pacific island communities, and climate change mitigation and adaptation requirements.

1.3. Programme Activities

PacWastePlus will work with the Ministry of Local Government and Agriculture, the waste
industry and the agencies from the Council of Regional Organisations of the Pacific (CROP) to
address eight waste stream types: asbestos, e-waste, and healthcare waste, recyclables, organic
waste, disaster waste, and bulky waste; and wastewater; to undertake activities that improve
the management of waste, and to work towards the delivery of the Cleaner Pacific 2025
Regional Waste Strategy.

1.4. Programme Deliverables

PacWastePlus aims to deliver quality outcomes through the following programme Key Result
Areas (KRA):

e Key Result Area 1: Improved data collection, information sharing, and education and
awareness:

PacWastePlus first Key Result Area will focus on three important aspects:
(i) support national and regional decision making by providing relevant accurate data;

(i)  provide education and awareness raising to encourage the adoption of good
practices in terms of waste management; and

(iii) promote innovative waste management approaches through research.
e Key Result Area 2: Policies and regulatory frameworks developed and implemented:

PacWastePlus will strengthen the institutional capacity of participating countries by
supporting the development of legislations and policies that incorporates institutional
arrangements for waste management and leads to improvements in service delivery,
private sector engagement and cost recovery of waste management activities.

e Key Result Area 3: Best practices, including enhanced private sector engagement and
infrastructure development, implemented:



PacWastePlus will provide in-country investment to assist participating countries to
implement projects that will improve the management of a chosen waste stream to reduce
health and environmental harm.

e [Key Result Area 4: Human Capacity Enhanced:

PacWastePlus will aim to build human capacity in participating countries, to deliver waste
and pollution management that meet good practice standards based on country needs.

1.5. Programme Modality

The PacWastePlus Programme will be implemented through the development of several
regional activities managed through the SPREP Programme Management Unit, and specific
Country based actions as determined by the Ministry Staff and articulated in this MOU Annex.
Details of the various activities are detailed in Sections 2 and 3.
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Tuvalu — Asbestos Ban and Assessment in the Outer Islands

The 2015 PacWaste Asbestos Assessment completed an analysis of buildings on Funafuti and estimated 18% of
buildings contain Asbestos. Currently the quantity and location of the Asbestos in the outer islands is not known.
The Department of Waste Management seeks to ban the importation of new Asbestos and complete an assessment
to identify the location and quantity of the Asbestos on all Tuvalu Islands so a plan can be made for its removal
{which will be completed by another donor), and ultimately clean Tuvalu from Asbestos.

QOutcomes

At the end of the project we seek to...

How measured
We will prove success by measuring...

- Establish legislation to ban the importation of new
ACM into Tuvalu — eliminating the long-term health
and pollution risks

Asbestos ban legislation approved by parliament

- Have trained Customs officials who can confidently
identify and capture Asbestos prior to it entering
the country

All Customs staff provided with relevant resources and
training
0 occurrences of Ashestos entering the country

- Have Asbestos identified and marked on buildings
in the outer islands of Tuvalu and a report
developed providing the Government of Tuvalu
with options and costings for its removal

>95% of buildings in outer islands reviewed for Ashestos
and a report of findings submitted

- Have a Strategic Plan for the management and
removal of Asbestos endorsed by Tuvalu
Government

Strategic Plan for the management and removal of
Asbestos developed and approved by parliament

- Have households on outer islands provided with
information on how to live safely with Asbestos to
reduce exposure and incidents of illegal dumping —
protecting against possible health risks

Factsheet translated into Tuvaluan and distributed to
Kaupule on all nine islands

Awareness / Information session held with communities in
all nine outer islands

0 incidents of incorrect/unsafe handling or illegal dumping
of Asbestos identified

- Have Kaupules and other stakeholders on outer
islands provided with information and minimum
safety standards if necessary to handle asbestos

(i.e., post disaster event) to reduce exposure and

protect against possible health risks

2021

Kaupules and stakeholders provided with relevant
resources and training for handing of Asbestos when
necessary (until it is removed)

2022 2023 2024

High-level activities / outputs DNl Sl e R e Budget

Legislative Pathway —implement 5,000
Asbestos Ban
Training (Customs, Kaupule) 7,000
Review ACM and develop report 60,000
Outer Island Voyage 13,000
Education and awareness 15,000
Data Collection

TOTAL | 100,000




Tuvalu — Expansion of the Waste Levy to Outer Islands

Funafuti has been operating the Tuvalu “Waste Levy” since August 2019. Currently the outer islands do not have
facilities to be involved so all waste levy items are going to the dumps (currently making up >20% of waste disposed).

The Department of Waste Management seeks to build small waste levy sheds “depots” on each island so all
communities can:
1)  claim their Waste Levy refunds (social/economic benefits)
2)  have a cleaner environment (environmental benefits)
3) have equal access to waste facilities so recyclable items can be transported back to Funafuti (and
onwards) for recycling

Outcomes
Ry T R How measured

We will prove success by measuring...

At the end of the project we seek to...

- Have the operation of the operation of the Waste Updated waste management section in the by-law of each
Levy and improved waste management written into | outer island islands
island by-laws so all stakeholders are aware of best
practises for waste management in all islands of

Tuvalu

- Have facilities and equipment to allow for effective | Waste Levy depot, with equipment, installed on six outer
collection and processing of Waste Levy items on islands (Vaitupu funded by other donor; Niulakita facility
each outer island deemed unnecessary — island governed under Niutao and

has a population of ~10 households)

- Reduce Waste Levy items disposed at the outer % reduction in waste disposed to island dumps (using a
island dumpsites — to reduce land, water and air mini-audit): 50% year 1; 70% year 2; 90% year 5
pollution

- Have the Waste Levy system on outer islands % recycling — # items (cans, bottles and batteries) collected
operating effectively, collecting and processing / # items delivered

items and self-funding their transportation back to | 50% year 1; 70% year 2; 90% year 5
Funafuti (and onwards) for recycling

- Have all households participating in the Waste Levy | % households involved in Waste Levy on each island:
to generate income through redemption of product | 50% year 1; 70% year 2; 90% year 5

- Have a Recovery and Recycling industry which DWM recruitment process to offer equal employment
provides equal opportunity employment for opportunity for all Tuvaluan people
women and men, and those that have a physical or
mental disability

2021 2022 2023 2024

Aty
High-level activities / outputs o Ek e RO A B e T Budget

Legislative Pathway — update 3,000
Islands by-laws

Construction / procurement of 205,000
facilities and equipment

Training (DOM, DWM) 5,000
Outer Island Voyage 13,000
Education and awareness 24,000

Data Collection

TOTAL | 250,000




Primary Country Representative

s Programme

Form

Nominating Country

Title Mrs [ Ms O Mr O Dr O
Name
Job Title
Organisation
Department
Gender Female [0 Male O Other O
Year of Birth
Work Street / PO Box
Address

City

Country / Postcode
Telephone Number (Office)
Telephone Number (Mobile)
Fax Number
Email

Please let us know your areas of responsibility for your current role in your organisation.

Landfill Management O | Waste Collection Contracts O
Waste Strategy [0 | Waste Education Planning O
Waste Management Facility Design O Residual Waste Management O
Organic Waste Management [0 | Recyclables Management O
Communications & Outreach O | Legislation Development O
Compliance O | Waste Industry Liaison O
Hazardous Waste Management O | Disaster Waste Management O
Other (please describe) O




Secondary Country Representative

Nominating Country

Title Mrs O Ms O Mr O Dr O
Name
Job Title
Organisation
Department
Gender Female [0 Male O Other O
Year of Birth
Work Street / PO Box
Address

City

Country / Postcode
Telephone Number (Office)
Telephone Number (Mobile)
Fax Number
Email

Please let us know your areas of responsibility for your current role in your organisation.

Landfill Management [0 | Waste Collection Contracts O
Waste Strategy [0 | Waste Education Planning O
Waste Management Facility Design O Residual Waste Management O
Organic Waste Management O Recyclables Management O
Communications & Outreach O | Legislation Development O
Compliance O | Waste Industry Liaison O
Hazardous Waste Management O Disaster Waste Management O
Other (please describe) O
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