MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU)

Between

The Government of REPUBLIC OF MARSHALL ISLANDS herein represented by the Republic of
the Marshall Islands Environmental Protection Authority (RMIEPA)

and
The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)

-

{Together, “the Parties”)

The Government of the Republic of Marshall Islands (RMI) through its Republic of The Marshall
Istands Environmental Protection Authority (RMIEPA) have joined 7 other Pacific Island Countries in
participating in the Minamata Initial Assessment (MIA) project as part of their obligation to the
Minamata Convention on Mercury. The Project is implemented by the UN Environment Programme
(UNEP), and executed regionally in the Pacific by the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment
Programme (SPREP).

UNEP is an agency of United Nations and coordinates its environmental activities,

assisting developing countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. As
Implementing Agency, and in accordance with the GEF instrument, UNEP is accountable

to the GEF Council for GEF-financed activities and in ensuring these activities are carried out in
accordance with GEF policies, criteria, and procedures. The MIA project is a GEF-financed project.

The RMIEPA is mandated to protect and manage the natural environment of RMI to support
sustainable development while simultaneously, contributing to enhancing human health. This is an
important basis for achieving a sustainable balance between the country’s economy and its natural
environment. Improved and enhanced coordination of all international and regional environmental
programs and activities on these, is critical.

SPREP is a regional, intergovernmental organisation comprising 26 members consisting of 21 Pacific
[sland Countries and Territories and five developed countries with direct interests in the Pacific region.
The purposes of SPREP are to promote co-operation in the Pacific region and to provide assistance
to protect and improve its envirbnment and to ensure sustainable development for present and future
generations.

-



This Memorandum of Understanding (‘MOU") between SPREP and the RMIEPA is to reaffirm

all parties’ commitment to continue the work agreed to and covered under the MIA project. Included in
this work is facilitation of monitoring, facilitating and usage of funds allocated by GEF through UNEP
to RMIEPA.

SPREP and RMIEPA have mutual interests in relation to the protection and management of the
environment and developing and strengthening systems, institutions, organizations, and individuals

concerned with environmental protection and management in the Pacific region.

The Parties have reached the following understandings:

1. Objectives

1. The main objective of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to provide a framework of
co-operation between SPREP and RMIEPA in relation to the Pacific Minamata Initial
Assessment Project

2. The MOU also sets out the roles and responsibilities of each party linked to ensuring the
successful execution of the project activities detailed in the work plan as attached in Annex 1
to this MOU

»

2. Collaborative Activities

The Parties agree, to the extent possible, but without limitation, to:
1. Nominate Focal Points to coordinate the cooperation called for in this MOU.

2. Consult each other on a monthly basis on the execution of this MOU and the record of monthly
meetings to be circulated by SPREP,

3. Finalize and submit authorized and verified quarterly expenditure and narrative reports to
UNEP.

4. Collaborate and support awareness-raising efforts in relation to the management of mercury,
5. Collaborate and support capacity-building initiatives in relation to the management of mercury.
6. Collaborate and support data collection.
7. Keep all stakeholders informed on co-operative activities undertaken pursuant to this MOU.

3. Roles and responsibilities

Now, therefore, it is hereby agreed by and between both parties that:
1. RMIEPA will undertake the following:

o RMIEPA will be the national operational focal point for planning, coordinating, and
implementing activities of the project in the RMI

» RMIEPA will nominate a suitable point of contact for the purpose of coordinating the
responsibilities of RMIEPA under this MOU

o RMIEPA will convene and chair a Steering Committee for the purpose of guiding the
implementation of the national elements of the project in RMI.

e RMIEPA will recruit a National Project Coordinator, a Legal Consultant and Data Expert to
execute activities specified in their terms of references.

e  RMIEPA will provide on the ground support and to facilitate the work of the international
consultant during its visits to RM|



@

RMIEPA will implement other relevant activities that are specified in the Annual Work Plan
jointly developed by both Parties. Such activities inciude workshops and meetings.
RMIEPA will send signed progress and expenditures to SPREP on a quarterly basis.

2. SPREP will undertake the following:

o SPREP will recruit an International Consultant to undertake activities specified in the work
plan.

o SPREP will draft Terms of References for a National Project Coordinator, National Legal
Consultant and a Data Collector.

e SPREP will provide funds to enable RMIEPA to recruit a National Project Coordinator,
National Legal Consultant and a Data Expert and cover the additional costs related to their
work as specified in the budget attached.

e SPREP to facilitate transfer of funds of USD 34,653 for RMI Project related Activities detailed
in the Budget Allocation.

e SPREP will review CVs and credentials of applicants applying to national consultants’ roles
before recruitment by RMIEPA SPREP will also validate the recruitment of consultants.

e SPREP will provide technical support to RMIEPA to implement the project through the
engagement of an international consultant.

e SPREP will review the training provided by the international consultant to ensure it meets the
requirements of the project.

» SPREP will validate the agenda of each visit by the international consultant before the
commencement of visits.

Annexes

2.

Annex 2 provide the detailed budget

These Annex shall form an integral part of this MOU and unless expressly provided otherwise, a
reference to this MOU includes a reference on any such Annex.

This MOU shall be valid until 30" June 2022, renewable for such further period as may be

~ agreed between Parties.

This MOU may be amended by agreement in writing between the Parties.
This MOU will enter into force on the date the last Party signs.
Either Py‘arty may terminate this MOU by giving three months written notice to the other.

¥ - >

Mr. Kosi Latu
Director General
SPREP

“J e ’;;

Date: A/

e

Ms. Moriana Phillip
General Manager
RMI Environmental Protection Authority

Date:
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Pacific Minamata Initial Assessment Project #3187
BUDGET ALLOCATION

Participating country name: REPUBLIC OF MARCHALL ISLANDS

Title of the approved project: Pacific Mi ta Initial A
Completion Date: 30th JUNE 2022
Totat Budqet aliocated: USD 34,653

Project #3187

Conipanents Activities/Qutputs

Milestones

Allocate Budget Amount

Expcenditures
Incurred

Comments

1.1.Owganize @ Regional and five
National tnception Warkshops to
raise awareness and o define the
scape and abjective of the MIA

1.Establishment of a Coordinating process

Osgannse mitonat imeeption
warkshops and repost back to

SPRED

§ 205300

Mechanism "

£.2.Conduct a national assessisent
on existing: seurees of information
¢studics), compile and make them
available

Reerunt national comoitants
vansattation with SPREP: National
Project Cosontdinatn {NPCY Lepal

Consultant (1.CY Data Expert (DEY

NIC - $20,000, 10 months
1.C - $2.500, 10 days
DE - $5.000, 20 days

2.1, Assess key nationat
stakeholders, their roles in mereury
management asd indtisutional

2. Intiation of the MIA Process through [11rest and capacitics

an Inception Meeting in cach of the five

ciral comubtant will do the
assesaments andet the giidanee of
the NI'CL

~ONPC will dratt shie finat repon,

countrics (ncluding review of the
Institutional Gap Analysis-1GA-nnd the |5= Amlne the regulatory
Legislative Gap Apslysis-LGA- needs) frauy

of the Minamata Convemsion in
participating countiacs

ork. wentify gaps and assess |- Lepal consuttant wili do the
the regututory eforms necded for the |assexsiments onder the g
sutification and carly inplementation [the NPC,

<lince of

L NPC will drafl the final repors.

33, Develop a gualitative and

3. UNEP's Toalkit spreadsheet presented
at Inventory Training in ezch country
(with follow up off-site efforts to collect Ty
data and development of LGA and 1GA
Reports)

sources and releises

- Pata voltecter wall fellow the
training delivered by BRI and will
dn the quantitative and gualitative

quantitative pventory of all mercury Jreleases under the guidance of the

NP

‘- NPC willes the dratl ety
mventory sepost that wil be
salidited by BRI

wventary of alb mereury sutirees and

3.2, Develop a national strategy 1o
identify and assess mereury
contninated sites

- NPC deveiops the i
sundance of BRI

v with the

assessment on chatlonges and
I the
Convention in key prionity scclors

4. Strafegy for and
of mercury sites
(as weH as fish, hair and cosmetics
sumpling ss In-kind support by BRI}

S 10

4.1 Conduet o national and sectoral

- Address BRIs commients 1o the
MIA report:

“ Identity the chalten
opportunitics 1o wpleneent the

needs and

Mumanuata € anvention on Mercury

which contributes to the identification of

challenges, needs and opportunitics 4.2, Develop a repart on
recommendations 10 implement the
Convention.

- NPCx write the reports

3.1, Drati and vatidale MIA Repont

- dratt the final MIA

&, Final National Mercury Profile and
Minamata Inltial Assessment Report

2. Develop i vational MiA
dissemination and ouwtreach stralegy

- NPC organise a final validanon
and wwareness Taising warkshop
eachy couniry.

-

3.4160.00

TOTAL

$ 34,653.00

S:gnal\‘(e of a duly Authorized officer:

n

S

.

5,

Name: ~
Position:

Date: \




